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The Cleveland Museum of Art Announces Programming Changes to 
its Acclaimed VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts 


Artist’s Health Concerns, Visa Delays and the Addition of Noteworthy Performance Among Changes 

CLEVELAND (Sept. 29, 2003) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) announced today changes to 
the schedule of its highly acclaimed VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts for the 2003-04 season. 

Artist’s health concerns have caused the cancellation of Mercedes Sosa’s sold out performance on Friday, 
Oct. 3 at 7:30 p.m. As a result of the Sosa cancellation, the Museum has secured an added performance by the 
Grammy Award winning group, Ladysmith Black Mambazo on Friday, March 5, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. 

In addition, visa delays have resulted in the rescheduling of the sold out performance by The Whirling 
Dervishes of Turkey originally scheduled for Dec. 5 at 7:30 p.m. The adjustments to the VIVA! schedule are as 
follows: 

• Cancelled: 

Mercedes Sosa: The Voice of Latin America 

Friday, October 3, 7:30 p.m. 

Due to the fragile health of Ms. Sosa, her U.S. and Canadian tours have been regrettably cancelled, including 
her sold out performance at The Cleveland Museum of Art. Mercedes Sosa has been quite fragile in the last 
few years and earlier this year she was forced to cancel her entire Asian tour. See below for information on 
ticket refunds or exchanges. 


• Added: 

Ladysmith Black Mambazo 

Friday, March 5, 2004, 7:30 p.m. 

In lieu of the cancellation of Ms. Sosa’s performance, the Museum has added a special performance by the 
Grammy Award winning group, Ladysmith Black Mambazo. Having recorded more than 40 albums and with 
record sales topping six million albums sold, this engaging and energetic South African ensemble has gained a 
worldwide following. The Ladysmith Black Mambazo have recorded with numerous artists, including 
collaboration with Paul Simon on his Graceland album that catapulted them into stardom. 

Ticket holders for the Sosa performance may either exchange their tickets for the Ladysmith Black Mambzo 
performance, or request refunds by contacting the Museum’s ticket center at 1-888-CMA-0033. Single tickets, 
for the added Mambazo performance will go on sale Jan. 2, 2004. Tickets are $30 and $27; $27 and $25 for 
CMA members and may be ordered by calling 1-888-CMA-0033 or purchased online at 
www.ClevelandArt.org . 


(more) 


CMA/VIVA! Series Changes — Page 2 


• Postponed: 

The Whirling Dervishes of Turkey With Vocalist Kani Karaca 

Rescheduled for Friday, April 23, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. 

Originally scheduled for Friday, Dec. 5, at 7:30 p.m. this sold out performance has been postponed due to the 
unexpected delays in securing the ensemble’s visas. The new performance date will be Friday, April 23, 2004 
at 7:30 p.m. 

The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council and the Institute for Museum and 
Library Services. 

Promotional support for VIVA! is provided by WNWV The Wave 107.3. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 
holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org . 
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